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A Central African Republic and in 1984 by Djibouti, 
greatly preceding the 1990 launch. All other postal 
items were issued after launch, many in the early 
(ps a 1990s, with the most recent issues coming from 
{ Guinea-Bissau and Rwanda, both in 2010. The St. 
4 Thomas souvenir sheet includes a stamp-on-stamp 
reproduction of a Hungarian stamp issued in 1991 
. ¿that depicts Ulysses. Stamps issued by Cyprus in 
ANTIGUA & 11991 and by Mali in 2006 show the booster stage 
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The Ulysses satellite 








This is the forty-fourth in a series of articles about 
un-manned satellites on postage stamps. This 
article features the Ulysses solar probe satellite, 
which was launched by Space Shuttle Discovery $ 
(STS-41) on 6 October 1990. The Ulysses satellite ; 
is named after the god Ulysses from Roman b 
mythology, who is the equivalent of the Greek god } $1-65 
Odysseus. 


weve sever errrrES 
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carried the spacecraft beyond the low orbit of the 
Space Shuttle that deployed Ulysses. The 
trajectory of Ulysses is shown on stamps issued by 
Hungary in 1991 and by San Marino in 1994. 


The International Solar Polar Mission (ISPM) was 
originally planned for two spacecraft, one to be 
built by the European Space Agency (ESA) and the 
other by NASA. NASA cancelled its participation in 
the mission in 1981, so only ESA’s Ulysses was 
built. As implied by the name of the mission, the 
satellites were designed to pass over the rotational 
poles of the Sun in order to take various 
measurements as a function of solar latitude. 
Ulysses obtained that trajectory by first 
swinging by Jupiter in 1992 in order to obtain 
the intended heliospheric orbit through a 
gravitational assist. 


Images of selected postal items showing Ulysses 
accompany this article. 


A checklist of postal items showing the Ulysses 
satellite (http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/dev/ 
hillger/ulysses.htm) is available on the 
- «Website developed by the authors for the un- 

République;du Tcha: Pi 1 A ; 3 F 
OTA A ne. «manned satellites featured in this series of 
‘articles (http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/dev/ 
495] ! hillger/satellites.htm). E-mail correspondence 
oE ‘is welcome. Don Hillger can be reached at 
Soieme Anniversaire a7 ‘ don.hillger@colostate.edu and Garry Toth at 


de la première émission 


4 . . 
EUROPA 1956-200 ‘gmt.varia@gmail.com. 






















Ulysses orbits the Sun’s polar caps, with the 
first pass on the solar north pole in 1995, then 
again over the south and north solar 

poles in 2000 and 2001, respectively. (qpaieaMl ne n a Dodii 
With a highly inclined and highly >? 
elliptical orbit, the spacecraft ; 
encounters the Sun approximately every : 
five years. Ulysses again passed over $ 
the Sun’s south pole in late 2006/early $ 
2007. This long period allows the ? 
spacecraft to take measurements at 2-775 l aanaaanaaaannannaa 

various points in the 11-year solar cycle. The purpose of the 30 Juin 1973 La course de Concorde au dessus 
Ulysses mission is to investigate the solar magnetic field, de l'Afrique pour observer léclipse totale de Soleil 
solar wind plasma, and cosmic rays coming from the Sun, as 








a function of solar latitude, with emphasis on the two polar al {pep Gop 
areas of the Sun. 7% 
Powered by a radioisotope thermal generator that is held Ulysses 


away from the spacecraft body on a short boom, Ulysses has 
no solar panels. The main distinguishing 
REPUBLIQUE DE GUINEE 9 feature is a parabolic antenna and feed 
, horn attached to the rectangular body of 
the satellite. The Ulysses spacecraft has 
been featured on a large number of 
postal items, only a few of which were 
from ESA member countries. The first 
stamps and souvenir sheets to show 
Ulysses were issued in 1982 by the 
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ecoooocococoooo 5 EETAS. 
— [Congo 924a si i 
Catal Year - (Republic) (BL75A) On stamp of SS1 (924) 
Country Type of Item of Notes on Content | 7 
Number Issue Congo Republic In (upper) margin of SS1 
— — BS — 2009 |"Ulysses" 
Ulysses Congo Republic |= SS1 on FDC 
i T [One of MS6 (2243 (a-f)) (Mi2922- = Tr TaT hed 
ea 42927) |2927) 1999. |"Ulysses" Cyprus Hy Fom M820 (179a (20x 779)) 1991 |"Ulysses” (with booster attached) 
f One of imperforate MS6 (i2243 (a-f)) 2 
One of MS6 (1790 (a-f)) (Mi2382- Cyprus a ANAT Veverptiniea "specimen" 
[Barbuda Hean 2387), Antigua and Barbuda 2243f [|2000 |"Ulysses" specimen 
(Mi2387) loverprinted Cyprus [779 fdoi _[FDOI card, also back E 
C278 Cyprus = [779 maxil [Maxicard, also back 
Central African |(Mi866A) Cyprus |779 maxi2 [Maxicard (different), also back 
Republic iC278 Imperforate 779- oo 
ü (Mi866B) “6 1982 Cyprus | One of two stamps on FDC 
Central African |C278a p Cyprus 779-180 [One of two stamps on FDC 
Republic (BL207) On stamp of SS1 (C278) i E ‘YP 
a 
no 2005 5 (different) 
Chad Unknown |Imperforate Cyprus FDOI card 
imperf 
Chad Unknown [One of four stamps and cachet on ome F Folder, also back 
fdel FDC In (upper-right) margin of MS2. (588- i e 
Unknown [One of four imperforate stamps and piibouti aL 109) 589) 198s. | Ulysses 
imperf cachet on FDC 1375 fdc 
| lide L se el Great Britain  |(Mi1338 (Fleetwood) cachet on FDC, also 1991 |"Ulysses" 
Unknown o Ao 
fide2 Cachet (different) on FDC % P 
Chad Unknown |Cachet (different) on imperforate Guinea Republic "Ulysses" 
imperf IFDC — i 
c2 : 14544A fdc One of four stamps on FDC 
A Guinea Republic Mi4541B- One of four imperforate stamps on (As above for stamps) 
Chad ims (Mi?) [On one of MS4 4544B fde EBG 
Unknown [On one of imperforate MS4 BLiiga On one of MS2 (Mid543A-4544A) |2006 
ms Guinea Republic On one of imperforate MS2 "Ulysses" 
i IMS4 and cachet (with reproduction o (Mi4543B-4544B) 
Unknown 3286 C > Š 
Ins fide) [Hungary 3286) on FD ; 
Chad Loa imperforate MS4 and cachet (with (On one of two MS2 on FDC 
Unknown pert ; P 5 3 
~~ reproduction of Hun; 3286) on Guinea Republic (On one of two imperforate MS2 on (As above for stamps) 
ims fdcl p gay 2 p: 
ee EDC N118B fao FPC 
Unknown |MS4 and cachet (with reproduction o G Republic |BL13 3 ~ 
ai msfdc2 Cyprus 779) on FDC Shown with booster attached (in inea Republic AEN a in (lower let) marein SESS! ae 
3 Unknown jImperforate MS4 and cachet (with cachet) Guinea Republic Fa SS1 and cachet on FDC Ulysses 
ims fde2 _ |reproduction of Cyprus 779) on FDC pac : - 
(Unknown Guinea Republic S738 ms6 = in (upper-right) margin of MS6 
trsa ms (Mi?) |On one of MS8 (a-h) ms6 _{(MiS733-5738) 
Uni n |On one of imperforate MS8 (a-h) . Mi5733- 2008 
fi : Guinea Republic |5738_ms6 |MS6 on FDC 
; [fde 
nkno - ~ = _— 
Grai ms f MS8 and cachet on FDC Guinea-Bissau |[Mi4546 [One of MS5 (Mi4545-4549) 
[Unknown |Imperforate MS8 and cachet on FDC Mi4545- 2010 |"Ulysses" 
ims fdc 7 Guinea-Bissau [4549 _ms5 |One of MSS and cachet on FDC y 
924 One of MS3 (924b (922-924)) fde 
Congo (Mil279A)|(Mil277A-1279A) 2874h [One of MS9 (2874 (a-i)) (Mi4920- 
(Republic) i924 One of imperforate MS3 (i924b 1991 PUN ‘i Guyana (Mi4927) |4928) 1994 |"Ulysses" 
(Mi1279B)|(i922-1924)) (Mi1277B-1279B) 5505 ü i2874b _|One of imperforate MS9 (i2874 (a-i)) 














